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A Declaration of the Lords 


And Commons allembled in Parliament 
upon His Majclties Letter touching a 
Treaty of Peace, 


=== CC the Lo:ds and Com: 
£--/ mons in this pzeſent Par- 
liamentc aſtembled, having 
notice given us by the 
Earle of Ejicx, Load Ge- 
-nerall of tye Fozces railed 
-fo2 the defence of the King 
J andÞParliament, of dibers 
Letters ſent unto him by 
the Earleof Forch , Andof-a weiting 4n Parch-- 
ment dated at Oxford, and fubſcrtbed by divers 
Lozds-and*Gentlemen incloſed tn one of thoſe 

J 2 Letters. 


(4) 
Letters, and directed to the ſaid Earle of Eſſex ; 
And-likewiſe of an other Letter (ubſceibed by 
bis Majctie, and directed thus, To the Lords and 
Commons of Parliament aſflembled at Weſtmin- 
ſer ; AUyich by the intimation given by the 
Garle of Forth in his Letter, wherem it was in- 
cloſed, ſeemed to be intended foz the two Houſes 
of Parliament ; all which we have cauſed to be 
herewith Pzinted, td take the ſameintoour ſ(ec- 
riousConſideration,and the rather,becanſe itcar: 
ryed with it a rumour and pzetence of a Treaty 
of Peace, Which (being accompanied with truth ) 
hath alwayes beene our earneſt deſires, and (hall 
be our faithfull endeavours to effect, And having 
truly weighed the Came, with the Circumſtances 
thereof, doe find it ſo farre from any ayme oz in- 
tention to Peace, that under the maske and title 
thereof; it appeares to bee an endebour to make 
our unhappy diſtractions and mtleries moze laſt- 
ing, and the warre moze irreconſcilable, 


Foz now what the authozs and fomentozs of 
our (ad Lalamities, from the beginning inten- 
ded, they have p2ocured to bekn (ubſtance openly 
p2ofeſſed ; that is, the overthrow and deſtruction 
of this preſent Parliament, being ( under God ) 
the only Baſis and ſupport of our Religion and 
Liberty, and the very Bulwarke betweene-us 
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are pzeſſing hard to over-run all the thzcee King - 
domes ; And becauſe they fozeſaw the ſubverit- 
on of this Parliament, would be of a hard dilge- 
ſtion with the pepple, they would firſt pzeſent it 
under the diſguile of Peace ; And thercfoze his 
Majeſtie in his applicatton thereunto muſt by his 
Letter deny the freedome and continuance tht te- 
of, and make wap to the ſecting up of an other at 

Oxtord,tn ipling thatConvention by thenam? of 

the Lords and Commons of Parlia:iicnt afſem- 

bled at Ox ord; being the (ame title which is thers 
in given to the Parliament, and owning this 

p2oceeding towards peace to be by their advice ; 

And then ik upon theſe termes the two Houſes 

entertained this Overture, they have gatned an 

acknowledgement from us of being no Parlia- 
ment, 02 at leaſtwiſe a Tacite conſent of afſem- 

bly at Oxford, to be in equall conditi on with us; 
But in caſe this addzeſle ſhould be rejected, then 
they would take the advantage thereby to per- 
Cwade the wozld, that they at Oxforddiv labour 
foz Peace, and the Parliament was averſe to 
Peace. Andſo by this (ubtile infinuation poFſon 
the affections of the people, to make the better 
way to ruine both Parliament and People. 


And therefoze that the ſincerity of our Actions, 
and the malice and ſubtilty of our Adverſaries 
may be the mozecleerely - ———_ we a 
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(6) 


it our duty (with the advice :nd concurrence of 


the Commilsioners of the Kingdome of Scortand) 
to publiſh our p2oceedings to the Kingdome, and 
to declare that it hath alwapes beene, and ever 
(hall be our earneſt and f aithfull endevours to 
put an end to the troubles and dangerous diſtem- 
pers of this Kingdome by a Happy and well 
grounded peace; ©0o is it our [ettled reſolution 
in diſcharge of the truſt repoſed in us, never to 
purchaſe it with the loſfe andruine of our Kelt- 
gion and Liberty, having befoze our eyes the (ad 
ſpectacle of that wofull Kingoome of 1:ciand, 
which after the expence of ſo much tnnocent 
blood tn defence of the P2oteſtant Religion ts un- 
der the falſe gloſle of Peace, (ubjexed and 
brought under the power of Popery and ſuper- 
ſition, Ind thole bloody Kebels having effected 
thetrends in that Kingdome, are bzought over 
hither, to bzing us under the ſaine yoke, Whith 
upon this occaſion we are neceſſited to'publith, 
Being now tempted by that ſpecfous pretence 
to-acknowledge the diffolution of this Parlia- 
ment, which Had wee afſented to, wottdnot on- 
iy depzive us, and our poſterity-of the ptefent, 
but of 'the Hopes add capacitie of any ftittſte 
Parliament  Jnd [oat one blow cut in ſunder 
the chiefe ſnppoxt and Pfiler of oor L1wes'and 
Liberties, Fo2 what better afſuzance can Wee 
have, either of' otir preſent v2 fritare yr = 
then 
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(7) 
then the Lawes and Statutes of the King- 
dome, and what greater obligation can wee £x- 
pea foz the obſervance thereof then his MPaje- 
fiies Perſonall conſent to that Law, and his 
ſacred and (olemne oath to obierve the Lawes. 
And yet both theſe are not thought holds firong 
enough to [ecure usour own; Juſomuch that not 
only this p2eſent Parliament convened accoz- 
ding toCommon Law,anduſuage of the Realm, 
and enacted by a Law. conſented unto by him 
ſelfe to have conntinuace(and herewith painted } 
is attempted to be difiolved; But avother en: 
deavourcd to be (et up At Oxford.Ynd if the King 
notwithtanding all theſe Obligations ſhall at 
bis pleaſur? diſſolve this, the Kingdome 1s not 
only dep2ived of the pzeſent, but made incapable 
of enjoying the benefic of any. future Parlias 
ment, 02 Lawes,any longer then (hall ſtand with 
the will and pleaſure of the King, and conſe- 
quently the fundamentals of all our Lawes and 
Government are (ubverted, 


And wee very well know this Defigne to be 
long ſince.contrived at Oxtord, as appearcth by 
the'Lo:d Digbiestntexcepted Letter, Dated -the 
twentie Cebenth of Dceccmbei-laft ( which-wee 
have cauſed to bee herewith Painted ) and of 
Cuch expectatton, that hee in that Letter expzeſ- 
Ceth.it, to carry along with it pzobability 0 = 

ure 
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Cureſt and readieſt way,8:c, of any-courſe that 
hath beene yet taken, knowing very well that 


the evils andmilſeries, himſelfe and his wicked 
confederates have bzought upon this difireſſed 
Kingdome can expect no [afety but by attempting 
mo2e, 

And cruly they could not thinke of any, 
mo2e likely to involve themſelves in the ſame 
guilt, then thoſe Lords and Gentlemen now 
met at Oxford, who had alreadp.contrary to their 
duty, and the truſt repoſed in them by their Coun- 
try; diſerted the Parliament, and aſſiſted a warre 
againſt it, and had there beene any dotbt oz 
ſuſpition'of their concurrence in that Deſigne, 
the verp place of meeting, being the head Muar- 
ters of aPopiſh Armp , whole caule they were 
there to conſult of , would be a Kodde ſharpe 
enough to (ſecure them from that feare, And it 
doth ſufficiently appeare that they have anſwe- 
red their expectation, foz they have aſſumed the 
fozme, and exerciſed the power of a Barliament : 
They (it in two diſtinct places, tearming the one 
the Houle of Peeres, and the other the Houſe of 
Commons ; And they have made the Lozd Lir- 
tleron. Speaker of that which they call the Bouſe 
of Peeres, and Derjeant E-re of the other,which 
they name the Houle-of Commons, 


They 


(9) 

Thep have grantedthe ſinmmeof 100000; ff, fo2 
the maintenance and recruiting 'of the! Forres x1iſep 
againſt-the Parliament and Kingdome, and bave ad: 
viſey the: ſame: to be leaviev-upon the people in-an 
Atbitrary way by Pzivy/Deale, winder he 6 cofour of 
Loane, whichby their conſent anv-pxetended Autho- 
rity 18 accozvingly pur in extcution, as appeareth'by 
the Paivy Seales themſelves , ſigned by the fard 
Low Li:rleton and Serjeant Eure, a-Copy of one of 
them'we have cauſed to'be herewith p2intey; And 
what'is beyond all, ativ Yoſthoue the power andeca- 
pacity of a Parliament, they. have dedared another 
Kingdome., and the Parliament it ſelfo, guilty of 
high Treaſon, havingUotev- otrBrethzen of Scort- 
land, Who uporrour Jajundion,-agd accoding tothe 
Attof Pacificatton, are comein-to aſſift tis inmairt- 
fenance. of our Religion/ahd NE Joe rar any 
the two Houſes; who! have tailed Fort jb their 
owttejalt defence _—_— Mair Rinne of thy {reli 
glon andLiderty, T -<hnrod 
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Body of the Kingdome, would therefoze plllck ti 
the Tree by the root, and deſtroy both Parliament any 
Kingvome, But when we confivee the perſons this 
Jooll is compoſed of, it pzoduceth no great Wonder, 
conſiſting nor onely of Luch vobo fo2 betraying the 
truſt repoſed in them by theſr Countrey , and ther 
duty ts the Common-weaglth, have biene jufily excl 
ded the Parliament, But if the Lo2d Digby, Percy, 
Iermyn, and ofhers, who even befoze theſe unbappy 
differences, have bine legally tmpeached oz queſtt- 
oned fn Parltamentfo2 bigh Treaſon, and bcing corr 
vinced in their owne Conſciences of the guilt there» 
of, fled the Kingdome to avoiv their Triall , and 
therefoze by Pzoclamations in his Mareſtics name, 
when his Wateſtie was here pzeſent, ſummoned to 
appeare to anſwer to that eharge. But our greateſl 
griefe is, That their Counccls ſhould ſo farre p2ts 
baile, as £0pzocurehis Mateſtie / under the pretence 
of Peace) to be their Jnltrument co anattempt (6 
dilltukive to Pimſelfe.Kingdome and People. any 
_to endeavour the conſent of the Parijamenc , to de- 
—_ lelfe mor "= LgoA and yep t 
not to-ve par by the p2eſident of! 

RN OTR and if effected,” would tnihe 
end p2ove as dangerous to his Mateſtie as to the 
Kingdome, whichmay be made apparene by the er 
—_ of ſome of his Pzedecefſozs, unhappily mif- 
» p the deſperate Councels of private 


and ill-affe- 
returne his MPaieltie the Anſwer herewith 
wherein we take the boldnelle, with all pune 


plainnefſe,. 


perſons which confideration necefſitater us to- 
zinteD, 
y and 


| 
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(11) 
plainnefſe, to declare as well the duty we owe to 
our Country fo2 hom we are intrufted, as the 4tl- 
legtance we owe to him z and that wjthout apparenc 
dzeach of both, we could not alſent to any Treaty 
upon the termes erp2eſſed in his Maieſlies Leeter : 
And itkewiſe to tenver unto him our humble Advice- 
of a ſafe and ready way to put anend to the pzeſent 
Cad condiftons of his Mateſtizs Dominions, and we 
ſhall never ceaſe by our concinyall and earneft Pzap- 
ers toFimightyGod to imploze Him,that yet at length 
he would tncline his Royall Heart to be thzoughs 
ly ſenſible of theſe unhappy Diviſions rhat bave oc- 


 cafioney ſo much innocent blod to Rtafne- the Land, 


and by hearkning unto the iotne advice of both King- 
bomesnoW happily unitep in this common Cauſe by 
their late ſolemne League and Covenant, put an hap- 
pp illue to all theſe troubles, 

This we thought neceſſary to declare, fo the end 
the wozld may ſir as well our owne reall endeavours 
to attafne a ſafe and iuft Peace, as the indefatigable 


actices of thole Poplidge eſuiticall Councels 
(the Inftruments of all Fx who are con- 


tent to appeare in allſhapes, andleave no meanes un 
attempted to compaſſe their owne ends. Firft, they 
would have undermined us by ſecret ptactices 3 then 
they would have fozced us by open Watrrez and 
now they would allure us by the ſpecious pzetence of 
Peace £9 Diſavow this Parlfament, and our iuſt 
Rights and Patviledges3 and conſequently refigne 
our ſelves, Religion, Lawes, and Liberttes to the 


power of Jvolatry, Superſtition, and Tyzanny. 
ÞB 2 But 


(Iz). 

But . we-are conſtantly reſolved, .in diſcharge: of. 
thenuty we ow! toour Bad, the ttilt repoſed in 11s 
by our Couniry aud 9ur late ſolemneDath-atd Co- 
venant,. with the bazzard of our lives and foztunes, 
to. pefeud our lawfull kights and Liberties ,. the. 
Freedome ayd Pziviledges of this pzeſent [Patlia- 
ment , and which ts above all the trus 4P2oteſtant 
Religion, wherein we ſhall not doubt bu to receive 
th: hearty concurrence and aſſiſtance of all well affe- 
&ed P2zoteſtants and true lovers of their Countrey 
and liberty 3 andthe Lowdof Hoſts whoſe caule it is 
we ſtand fo2,aud upon whoſe aſſiſtance we puncipally 
relp, grant our endeavours a bleſſed akd happy 
ſuccelſe. 
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Carol! Regis, 


An Acttoprevent Incon- 


vemences which may happen 


by the untimely Adjourning, 
Proroguing, or Diſſolving of this 
prelent Parhament. 


Oe PL 1 Ca Y A 


== Hereas great ſummes of 
a VIE) money mult of neceſſity be 
ANA (predily advanced and provi 
54 ded fo2 the reliefe of His Ma- 
jelties Armp and people in 

the Notthern parts of this Realm, and 
| Gy Og the umnunent danger this 
| Kng- 


(41) 

Kingdom 1s in, and for ſiipply of other 
11s Myjeltics p2cſent and urgent occaſt- 
ons, Which cannot be ſo tunely effected as 
requilite, Without credit foz railing the 
ſaid moneys, Which credit cannot be ob- 
tained, untill ſuch obſtacles be firſt re- 
inoved as are occaſioned by feares, jea- 
louſies, and appzchenſions ok divers His 
Miajelttes loyall Subjects, that this pze- 
ſent Parliament may be Adjourned, P20- 
rogued, 02 Diſſolved, befoze Juſtice hall 
be duely executed upon Delinqttents, pub- 
like Gnevance red2efled, a firme Peace be- 
tween the two Nations of England and 
Scotland concluded, and before ſtifficient 
P2oviſion be made fo2 the repatnent of 
the ſaid moneys fo fo be raiſed: All which 
the Commons in this p:eſent Parliament 
aſſembled having duely conſidered, do 
therefoze humbly beſrechyotir moſt Ercel- 
lent Majeſty , that it may be declared and 
enacted ; 
And be it declared and enacted by the 
King, Our Soveraigne Lowd, with the 
aſſent ofthe Lozds and Commons in this 

pielent 


(15. Bo. 
preſent Parliament ambien , and by the 
aiithozty of the ſame, That this pzeſent 
Parliament now aſſembled (hall not'be 
. diſſolved nnileſſe it be by A of Parlia- 
ment.to be paſſed fo2 that purpoſe;noz (hall 
be at any time.o2' times ditring the conti- 
nitance thereof, P2020gued o2 Adjourned, 
unleſle it be by Act of. Parliament fo-be 
likewiſe paſſed fo: that ptirpoſe: And that 
the Honiſe of Peers hall not at any time 
02 tines during this pzeſent Parliainent, 
be Adjonrned, tinleſſe 1t be by theinſelves 
v2 by their owne Ozder : And in like mar- 
ner, that the Houſe of Commons [hall not 
at any time oz tynes during this p:eſent 
Parkiainent be Adjourned, tmleſſe it be by 
theinſelves o2 by their own O2der ; And 
that alland every thing and things what- 
ſoever done 02 to bebone, foz the Adjourn 
ment, P2ozogtting , 02 Diſlolving of this 
| preſent Parkiament contrary to this Act, 
| tall be utterly voyd, and 9 none effect, 


Order- 


(16) 


Rdered by the Commons 
().mmbica in Parliament, That 
the Act of Parliament made inthe 
17 yeere of His Majeſties reigne, 
for the continuance of this preſent 
Parliament, be printed with the 
eg laratign. | 
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(17) 
' The Earl of Forth to His Excellency the Earl of Eſſex. 
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Y Lord, I ſend you herewith this incloſed packer, 
LY A dirc& ro your Lordſhip, from thoſe Lords and 
members of the Houſe of Commons, as arc here aſſem- 
bled at oxford. I reſt 
Tour Lordſhips humble ſervant, 
Ox0n, 29, Ianuary, 1643. Forxr un. 


My Loyd, The Incloſed, To the Earl of ESSEX. 

[s Majeſtic having by His Proclamation of the two 
and twentieth of December (upon the occaſion of 
che Invaſion threatned, and in pirt begun by ſome of His 
Subje&ts of Scotland ) fummon'dall the members of both 
Houſes of Parliament to attend him here at Oxford, We 
whoſe names are underwritten, are here met & aſſembled 


in obedience to thoſe His Majeſties commands , His 


Majeſtic was pleaſed to invite us in the {aid Proclamation 


by theſe gracious Exprefſions:[ That His SubjeRs ſhould 
ſee how willing he was to receive advice , for the preſer- 


vation of the Religion., Lawes, and ſafety of the King- 


dome, and as farre as in him lay, to reſtore it to it's for- 


mer Peace, and ſecuritie, ( His chicfe and onely end) 
from thoſe whom they had truſted , though he could nor 


Teceive it in the place where he appointed. 7] This moſt 


gracious invitation, hath not onely been made good unto 
us , bnt ſeconded and heigthned by ſuch unqueſtionable 


demonſtrations of the deep and Princely ſence which 
poſſeſſes His Royall heart, of the miſcries and calamitics 
.of His poor Subje&s in this unnaturall war., and of His 


moſt entire and paooance affections, to redeeme them 
from that ſad and deplorable condition, by all wayes pol- 


ſibly conſiſtent , eirher with His honour, or with the 
Future ſafery of the Kingdom, thar as it were impiety to 


queſtion 


(18) 
queftion the fincerityofchem,ſo were ir great want of dut 
and faithfulneſſe in us (His Majeſty having vouchſafed to 
declare, that he did call us to be witneſſes of His a& ions 
and privy to His intentions ) ſhould we nor teſtifie an 
witneſle to all the world, the afſurance we have of the 
piety and finceritic of both. We being more intirely faris- 
fied of this trurh, we cannot but confeſſe that amidſt our 
higheſt afflictions,-. in the deep and piercing ſence, of the 
preſent miſcries and deſolations of our countrey,and thoſe 
further dangers threatned from Scotland; We are at length 
exeed to ſome cheerfull and comfortable thoughts, thac 
poſſibly we may yert(byGods mercy,if his juſtice have not 
determined this Nation for it's (ins,to totall ruine, and de- 
. ſolation ) hope to be happie inſtruments of our countreys 
redemption from the miſeries of war.and reſtitution to to 
bleſſings of Peace; And we being defirous to beleeve your 
Lordſhip ( how ever engaged ) a perſon likely to be ſen- 
cibly touched with theſe conſiderations, have thought fir 
ro invite you to that part in this bleſſed worke , which is 
onely capable to repair all our misfortunes, and to buoye 
vp the Kingdom from rune z That 1s, by conjuring you, 
by all rhe was 4s that have power upon honour,con- 
ſcience, or publike picric, rhat laying to heart ( as we do) 
the inwardly bleeding condition of your country, and the 
ourward more menacing deſtruction by a torraigne Nati- 
on, upon the very point of invading it, you will cooperate 
with us.ro.it's prefervation, by truly repreſenting to , and 
faichfully and induftriouſly promoving with thoſe , by 
by whom you arc truſted , this following, moſt ſincere, 
and moſt carneft deſire of ours. That they joyning with 
us in a Tight ſcace of rhe paſt, preſent, and more 
threatningcalamiries-of this deplorable Kingdom , ſome 
perſons be.appointed on either part,and a place agreed an, 
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(19) 
to treae of ſach a Peace, as may yet redeeme it from the 
brinke of deſolation. 

This addrefſe we (hould not have made, but that His 
Majeſties ſummons by which we are met, moſt graciouſly 
proclaiming pardon to all without exception , is evidenee 
cnough, that His mercy and clemency can tranſcend 
all former provocations; And that he hath nor onely made 
us witneſſes of His Princely intentions, but honoured as 
alſo with the name of being ſecurity for then, 

God Almighty dire& your Lordſhip, and thoſe to 
whom you ſhall repreſent theſe our moſt reall deſires, in 
ſuch a courſe, as may produce that happy Peace, and ſer- 
tlement of the preſent diſtractions , which is ſo heartily 
defired,and prayed for by us, and which may make us 
 FromOxford Jan.27.1643- | 

Tonr affectionate Friends, 
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Richard Wogan. _ 
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Giles Strangewayes. [John Smith, 


Tohn Dutton. | Thomas Bludder. 
StrangWays 1643-- | Edward Littleton. 
Henry Bret. Henry Bagot. 
William Chadwell. Kevelon. 

Thomas Bele. | Richard Cave 
Theobald Gorges. Richard Welton 
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Samuel Turner. Edward Acton . 
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Killigrew. Richard Goodwyr 
Richard King; & homas Howard 
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Richard Seabourn. John. Meux 
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John Culpeper. | John Atler 
Geoffrey Palmer. | William Vaſsill 
}> Harriſon. William Fortman 
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Roger Palmer. 'Thomas Hanham 
W. Bridgeman. | Edward Phillips 


William Warkins, | Tohn Digby 
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Fillis Kyrton 
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Edw: Alford 
Toha White 
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Richard Harding 
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| W: Thorgan 

| William 'Fhomas 

! Tohn- Martin 
Hen: Belaſyſe 

| George Wentworth 
| William Malory 
Richard Aldburgh 
John Salusbury 
[William Herbert 
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R: Herbert 

| Charles Price 
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Ro: Croke 
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 _ Hu Excellency to the Earl of FORTH. 

Y Lord,1 received this day a Letter of the 29 of this 

inſtant from your Lordſhip,and a Parchment,ſub- 
icribed by thePricce, Duke of Tork,divers Lords and Gen- 
elemen : But 1t neither having addreſſeto the two Houles 
of Parliament, nor therein there being any acknowledge- 
ment of them, I conld not communicate it to them. 

My Lord, the maintenance of the Parliament of Zng- 
land, and of the priviledges thereof, is that, for which we 
are reſolved to ſpend our blood, as being the foundation 
whereon all our Laws and Libetties are built. 

I fend your Lordſhip herewith a Nationall Covenant, 
ſolemnly entred into by both the Kingdoms of England 
and Scot/and,and a Declaration paſſed by them both, toge- 
ther with another Declaration of the Kingdom of Scor- 
land. I reſt 

Your Lordſhips humble Servant, 
Eſſex houſe, Fan.z0. 1643. 5 LET EP 
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The Earl of FORTH to hu Excellency. 

Y Lord, I cannot ſo willingly write to you in any 
buſinefle, as in that of Peace; The indeavours 
thereof being the principall duty of thoſe who are truſted 
in places of our commands,eſpecially when the blood that 
is ſpilr,is of perſons under the ſame Allegiance,of the ſame 
country and Religion. His Majeſty continuing conſtant in 
his pious & frequent deſires of a happy end to theſe bloo- 
dy diftra&tions. I do hereby deſire your Lordſhip to ſend 
me a ſafe Condu&,ro and from Weftminſter,tor Mr Richard 
Fanchaw, and Mr. Thomas Offly, Eſquires, to be ſent by 

His Majeſty concerning a Treaty for Peace. I reſt, 
| My Lord, your Lordſhips humble Servant, 
Oxford, 15.Febr, 1643« | FORTH. _ 
ks 


| re | | 
His Excellency to the Earl of FORTH, 
A Y Lord, you ſhew your noblenefle, in declaring 
your willingneſſe to write to me in any bufineſſe, 
as of that of Peace, and Ijoyn with you-n the ſame opi- 
nion, that it ought to be a principall duty of thoſe who 
are truſted in places of our-command: and therfore when- 
ſoeyer I ſhall receive any dire&ions to thoſe who have 
intruſted me, T ſhall aſe my beſt indeavours ; and when 
you ſhall ſend for a ſafe ConduR, for thoſe Gentlemen 
mentioned in your Letrer from His Majeſty to the Houſes 
of Parliament, I ſhall with all cheerfalneſle ſhew my wil- 


lingneſſe to further any way that may produce that hap- 


pineſſe, that all honeſt men pray for, which is a true un- 
derſtanding between His Majeſty and His faithfull and 
onely Councell the Parliament. 

Tour Lordſhips humble Servant, 
19. Febr, 1643. E 88 = x, 
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The Earl of FORTH to his Excellency. 


NN Y Lord, I have received your Letter of the 19. of 


/ | the laſt Moneth, which, according to my duty, I 
ihewed to His Majeſty; who obſerving in it your Expreſ- 
ſions concerning Peace(that whenſoever you ſhall receive 
any direions to thoſe who have intruſted you, you ſhall 
uſe your beſt endeavours) is graciouſly p'eaſed ro ſend 


this incloſed; which is deſired, may be delivered accord- 


ing to the direQions. I reſt 
Tour Lordſhips humble Servant, 
Oxon, 3. Mar. 1643. FoRrTn. 
The incloſed Letter from His Majeſty, is thus dire&ed : 
Crantes R. To the Lords and Commons of Parlia- 
ment , aſſembled at Weſtminſter. 


Lords and Commons 


OF 
PARLIAMENT, 


Aſembled ar 
WESTMINSTER. 


'Y 


CrnuanLes Rex. 


W252 opy Ur of Our moſt tender and 
@ pious ſence, of the ſad and 

bleeding condition of this 
Our Kingdom, and Our 
unwearicd deſires to apply 
all remedies, which by the 
bleſſing of Almighty God, may recover it 
D from 
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from an utter ruine. By the Advice of th 
Lords and Commons of Parliament, affem- 
bled at Oxford, We do propound and de- 
ſire, That a convenient number of fit per- 
ſons, may be appointed, and authorized by 
you, to mect (withall convenient ſpeed, at 
ſuch place, as you ſhall nominate.) with an 
equall number of fit perſons, whom We 
{hall appoint and authorize,to treat of {uch 
waycs and means, to lettle the preſent di- 
{trations of this Our Kingdom, and to 
procure a happy Peace; And particularly, 
how all the Members of both Houtes may 
ſecurely riicct in a free andfull convention 
of Parliament, there to'treat, conſult, and 
agree, upon fuch things, as may -eonduce to 
the maintenance, and defence of the truc 
Reformed Proteſtant. Religion, with *duc 
conſideration to all juſt andrealonablecate 
of tender conlciences, to, the ferling and 
maintaining of Our, juſt Rights and Prerb- 
gatives, of the Rights and Priviledges of 
Parliament; the Laws of the Land, 'the/Lt- 
bertic and Propriccic ofithe Subjet, and 
all. other expedients that may 'conduce £0! 
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27.) 
that bleſſed end of a firm and laſting Peace, 
both in Church and State ; and a perfe& 
underſtanding between Us and Our People, 
wherein no endeavours or concurrence of 
Ours ſhall be wanting. And God dire& your 
hearts in the wayes of Peace. 


Oxford the third of March. 1643. 


DN Adel 
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SENT | 
By both Houſes of Parlament, 


In Anſwer to 


His Majelties Letter 
the third of March. 


May it pleaſe your CM ajeftie. 


« Lbs 4 


ATGZP RE the Lords and Commons 

W232), allembled in the Partiament 
of England, taking into our 
conſideration a Letter fent 
from Your Majeſtic, dated 
the third of March inſtant, 


and directed to the Lords and Commons 
allembled 


(29 
aſſembled at WeſtminSter (which by the con- 
tents. of a Letter from the Earl of Forth, 
untothe Lox D GenzrALL, the Earl 
of Eſſex, we conceive was intended to our 
ſelves ) have refolved with the concurrent 
advice, and conſent of the Commiſſioners 
of SCOTLAND, to repreſent to Your 


Majeſtic 1n all humility and plainneſſe, as 


followeth. 


That as we have uſed all means for a 
juſt and ſafe Peace, ſo will we never be 
wanting to do our uttermoſt , for the pro- 
curing thereof: But when we conſider the; 
Expreſſions in that Letter of Your Maje- 
ſties, we have more ſad, and diſpairing 
thoughts of attaining the ſame, then ever 
becauſe thereby thoſe perſons now aſlem- 
bled at Oxford, who contrary to their duty, 
have deſerted Your Parliament, are put 
into an equall condition with it. And this 
preſent Parliament, convened according 
to the known Laws. of the Kingdom, the 
continuance whereof, is eſtabliſhed by a 
Law confented unto by Your Majeſty, is 


in effect denyed to be a Parliament ; the 


{cope 


(30) 
ſcope and :olentiohn gf that Letter, being 
to make provifion,'how all. the Members, 
as is pretended, of botly Houſes, may-ſc- 
curely' meet in a fall 'and tree Convention 
of Parliament; whereof,” no other con- 
cluſion can be made, but that preſent Par- 
liament, 1s not afree, nor full Convention ; 
and that to make it a free, and full Conven- 
tion of Parliament, the preſence of thoſe 
is neceflary, who notwithſtanding they have 
deſerted that great Truſt, and do levy. War 
againſt Your Parliament, are pretended 


to be Members of the two Houtes of Parlia-. 


And hereupon, we think our ſelves 
bound, to let Your Majeſtic know, That 
{ſeeing the continuance of this Parliament, 
1s fetled by a Law ( which as all other, 
the Laws of Your Kingdoms, Your Majeſty 
15{worn to maintain, as we are{worn to our 
Allegiance to Your Majeſty , ( theſe Qbli- 
gations being recfprocall) we mult in duty, 
and accordingly arc reſolved, with our 
Lives, and Fortunes, to defend and pre- 


ſerve, the juſt Rights, and full power of 
this 


_——O_— D— — — —_ a 
— rn on rs ons 
— — — 


Gr) 
this. Parlnament. _ And do beſeech Your 
Majeſtic , That Your Majyeſties Royall 
and hearty concurrence with us herein, 
will be the: molt cftectuall and ready means, 
of procuring a firm and laſting Peace, in 
all Your Majeftics Dominions and of 
begetting acocſed underſtanding between 
Your Royall Majeſtic, and Your Pcople ; 
without which, Your Majeſtics moſt 
carneſt Protcllions, and our moſt reall 
Intentions concerning the ſame, mult nc- 
ccllarily be fruſtrated ; and in caſe Your 

Majeſiics three Kingdoms ſhall ſtill remain 
In this fad and blecding condition, tend- 
ing by_ this unnaturall Warre, to their 
rene, Your Majeſtte carnot be the leaft, 
nor the laſt ſuiterer. God in his goodacſſe, 
inchne Your Royall Breſt, out of pitty 
and compaſlion, to the deep ſufterings of 
Your innocent people, to put a ſpeedy and 
happy+tueto:thete” -detperaverril, ; bythe 
Jaya advice of both 'Terngdbmms,, gow 
h: appliy united in this common caule, by 
their late folemn League and Goven: int ; 


— 
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which as it will prove the ſureſt remedy, ſo 


itis the prayer of 


Your Majeſties Loyall SubjeQs, 


The Lords and Commons 
aſſembled in the Parliament 
of England. 


